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MARSTON C.P. FARM ALLOTMENTS

SECRETARY'S REPORT 1980

Dear Member, N 5

Another year has passed on the Allotment scene bringing its usual crop of problems
and troubles etc. It is a long time since the weather has been kind to us right thro’ the
growing season. This year started off with the usual cold N.E. winds and the ground
remained cold causing a lot of seed problems and trouble for the Onion sets.

Then came eight weeks of draught followed by torrential rains which caused floodin
on a lot of allotment sites. Surprisingly a lot of seed which we thought was lost then
germinated. This caused problems where re-sowing had taken place. The very wet state of
the ground produced a large amount of slugs which attacked the late potatoes and the humid
conditions produced a fair attack of potato blight.

The winter greens have recovered well, but the white fly has survived after some
very severe frosts.

The chief problem this year has been the rise in rents demanded by the Council.

The first amount required was £35 per acre which caused an uproar in the associa-
tion and several meetings were held and articles written in the press.

The Oxford Allotment Federation then held several meetings with the Council and
thrashed out a compromise of £15 per acre for two years and £25 per acre for remaining
5 years of the lease, but it was not easy. Quite a few associations have had to raise their
rents considerably to cope with the rise.

At Marston we have had a record year on the sales side reaching £5,000 for the
first time. Four years ago sales were less than £100 per year. Several Sundays this year
£200 was taken in one morning. Due to bulk buying and bargain offers we are able to sell at
well below shop prices and we give a lot of advice (good or bad) to gardeners.

A1l this turnover put a heavy load on the committee and some have given up a lot o
their time to get goods weighed up and ready for the next weekend and we are very grateful t
them. This has left us with little time to do repairs on the allotment, such as fencing etc

Our main project has been the northern boundry hedge and ditch which had not been
touched for 20 years. The hedge was cut back and the ditch dug out by tractor. Unfortunat
ly the di@f?gﬁas so deep that Mr. Arthur Smith had to build a new bridge to take the foot-
path. The,work cost us £160 which Teft our repair funds a Tittle low.

Next year we hope to carry on with the water supplies, improving the storage sheds
and roads. The ballast has just arrived for the roadways and due to allotees cutting into
the the road side we had major problems to get the lorries in.

I wish to thank the committee and some allotees for the help given to make this
vear so successful.

Unfortunately we lost Mr. Golder and Mr. Warland who passed away suddenly, also
the wives of Ray Webb and Mr. Wheeler; we will miss them all.

. naly
jly  SE
Vi

H.J. Stroud, Hon. Secretary.
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